**Abstract**

The study sought to verify whether there is a difference in the prognosis of treatment during an acute period depending on their history of suicidal attempt or lack thereof. The subjects were acute bipolar patients registered at the mood disorder clinic of Seoul National University Bundang Hospital who were in acute depressive periods (CGI-BP≥3). Of the 86 subjects, 29 had a history of attempting suicide, and 59 had type I bipolar disorder. All of participants were divided into two groups based on whether they had attempted suicide in the past. After initial assessment, HAMD, GAF and CGI-BP were measured at the one month point, 2 month point and 6 month point then analyzed using repeated measure ANOVA. The baseline HAMD score were not different between the groups. Although, at 1 month point, the mean change in HAMD score was smaller in patients with a history of suicide attempt than the other patients (p=0.008), over 6 month period, there was no difference in HAMD score changes between the two groups (p=0.082). On the other hand, the HAMD remission rate was remained lower in patients with suicide attempt history over the 6 month period (p=0.004). At baseline, the suicide attempt group has a lower CGI-BP score (p=0.023) and a higher GAF score (p=0.006). Similarly, the change in CGI-BP during 1 month was smaller in the suicide attempt group (p=0.048), but the difference in CGI-BP change disappeared at 6 month (p=0.092). The GAF score was less improved in suicide attempt patients during the 6 months. In conclusion, the suicide attempt in bipolar disorder seems to be associated with pooper initial treatment response or a delayed improvement in a depressive episode.
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